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Attached is more on Westmoreland’s remarks at a Pentagon briefing this 
morning. Opening section forwarded as part of referent item. 

Westmoreland War add 480 

WASHINGTON Westmoreland - War A1 14WX add: saw. 

In his general assessment of the war, Westmoreland said, “the enemy had planned to 
win a cheap war of so-calied national liberation but now the war has become 
enormously expensive for him.” He emphasized anew that the enemy has not won a 
significant victory in the last year and a half. 

According to Westmoreland, documents captured in the Dac To area indicated some 
North Vietnamese units are going hungry, but he indicated he believes this is not 
widespread. 

Westmoreland also told of the recovery of a handwritten directive from the body of a 
North Vietnamese battalion executive officer, ordering the battalion’s position to be 
defended to the last man. Still another captured document, he said, gave the first 
details of enemy plans for a winter-spring offensive. 

The four-star general said “1 do” when asked whether he regards the nearly month-long 
battle in the highlands as part of that offensive. 

The document was captured Nov. 6, he said, and laid out four objectives for the enemy: 
--The annhilation [sic] of a major U.S. troop unit and inflicting of heavy casualties on the 
S r South Vietnamese army in order, among other things, to draw U.S. troops away from 

populated areas. 

-Concentration on improving techniques for mounting large-scale attacks. 

-Securing a base area in the Central Highlands. 

-The launching of coordinated attacks in various parts of the country 

?; Among other things, Westmoreland denied that any U.S. or South Vietnamese troops 

| have been trapped in the battle. He said that “at no time” have friendly troops been 

considered trapped or surrounded, although he indicated a U.S. airborne battalion had 
| been under heavy pressure and in some difficulty. 

| Westmoreland saw the operations in the Dac To - Kon Turn region as possibly 

I. associated with a long-standing Communist objective of cutting the country in two. 

I ? Illustrating his statements with charts and graphs, the general reeled off a variety of 

| statistics designed to show that the North Vietnamese enemy is suffering badly in 

j manpower losses, that South Vietnamese forces are improving, that South Vietnamese 

desertion is down and that the logistics situation - long a problem - is shaping up. 
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He listed enemy strength at 242,000, about 55,000 below the 297,000 figure which has 
been used by the Pentagon. 

Westmoreland denied there was any inconsistency between the two sets of figures, 
saying he was talking about combat elements of the enemy while the Pentagon cranked 
in the “political infrastructure.” But after using a variety of statistics, Westmoreland said 
there is a study underway, not yet fully complete, in an attempt to assess enemy 
strength more accurately. 

He refused to indicate whether the United States will go along [Illegible] series of 
holiday truces, as proposed by the Communists. 

[Illegible] bombing pause question, he said “my position remains [Illegible] from the one 
stated when he arrived here a week ago. At [Illegible] told reporters “I’m not happy 
about the prospect” of [Illegible], although he said “we could live with it for short 
[Illegible]. 

Westmoreland said he planned to fly to Hawaii for Thanksgiving late in the afternoon. 

He will go back to Saigon from there. 
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